
   
CODE OF CONDUCT FOR THE PROTECTION OF 

CHILDREN FROM COMMERCIAL SEXUAL 
EXPLOITATION  

IN TRAVEL AND TOURISM   

WE, the company ___________________________________________________   

Whe re as t he e xplo it at ion o f hum an be ings , in any pos s ible way , 
especially t he s e xual way , and in part ic ular whe n it t arge t s c h ildre n 
and ado le s c e nt s , it harm s t he fundam e nt al obje c t ive s o f t ouris m and  
constitutes a negation of its essence; and 

Bas e d on in t e rnat ional in s t rum e nt s s uc h as t he Con ve nt ion on t he 
Ch ildre n 's Right s , rat ifie d by Cos t a Ric a in 1 9 9 0 ; t he Agre e m e nt 1 8 2 
on t he Proh ibit ion o f t he Wors t Form s o f Ch ild Labor o f t he 
In t e rnat ional Labor Organ izat ion , rat ifie d by Cos t a Ric a in 2 0 0 1 ; t he 
De c larat ion o f St oc kho lm agains t t he Com m e rc ial Se xual Explo it at ion 
o f Ch ildre n , in 1 9 9 6 ; t he World Touris m Organ izat ion Code o f 
Conduc t for Touris m and t he De c larat ion o f Yokoham a, bot h in 2 0 0 1 ; 
and 

In e xe c ut ion o f t he le gal provis ions t hat rule s t he obligat ion o f t h e 
Cos t a Ric an St at e and o f all it s c it ize ns , o f guarant e e ing t he 
prot e c t ion and t h e e xe c ut ion o f righ t s o f c h ildre n unde r e igh t e e n 
ye ars o ld who inh abit it s t e rrit ory , s uc h as t he Po lit ic al Cons t it ut ion 
o f t he Re public , t he Code o f Ch ildhood and Adole s c e nc e e ffe c t ive 
from 1 9 9 8 , and t h e Law agains t t he Com m e rc ial Se xual Explo it at ion 
of children , in 1999, and other related laws; and acting 

Wit h t he full e ndors e m e nt o f our Me m be rs As s e m bly , Board o f 
Directors (GENERAL MANAGEMENT) and c o -worke rs form ally de c lare 
that: 

We c onde m n t he c om m e rc ial s e xual e xplo it at ion o f c h ildre n an d 
ado le s c e nt s in Cos t a Ric a and in t he world, in ge ne ral and in 
part ic ular t hos e as s oc iat e d t o t rave l and t ouris m , s inc e it c ons t it ut e s  
a  be havior t hat in jure s t he fundam e nt al righ t s o f t he s e pe ople and  it 
is completely against the intrinsic objectives of the tourist activity, 



   
   
whic h are t o fo m e nt and e n forc e pe ac e , hum an righ t s , m ut ual 
unde rs t anding, re s pe c t for all pe ople and c ult ure s , and  s us t ainable 
development, 

We de nounc e and we c o nde m n t hos e who t ake advant age o f t h e 
touris m indus t ry and us e t he fac ilit ie s and s e rvic e s t hat it o ffe rs , t o 
prom ot e , fac ilit at e or t o le rat e t he oc c urre nc e o f c h ildre n 's 
commercial sexual exploitation; and by virtue of that 

We solve:   

Art ic le 1 . 

 

Object: The pres en t Cod e is a form al d eclara tion of free ad h es ion 
th a t h as for object to es tablis h th e beh avior policies for all th e people w h o 
w ork in th is com pany _______________________, gu id ed to protect ch ild ren 
an d ad oles cen ts again s t th e Com m ercial S exu al Exploita tion as s ocia ted to 
travel and tourism. 

Article 2. Defin ition s : For all the effects of th is Cod e, w e ad opt th e follow in g 
definitions: 

Minor: a pe rs on unde r e igh t e e n ye ars o f age , ac c ording t o t he Code o f 
the Childhood and Adolescence, Law 7739. 

Com m e rc ial Se xual e xplo it at ion o f Ch ildre n and Adole s c e nt s :  it is a 
vio lat ion t o t he righ t s o f t he c h ildhood and t he ado le s c e nc e ; a 
m odalit y o f abus e t hat im plie s t he s e xual vic t im izat ion o f a pe rs on 
unde r e igh t e e n ye ars o f age , by obt ain ing a re m une rat ion in m one y or 
in s pe c ie s , as a produc t o f t h is vic t im izat ion ; a c ont e m porary form of 
s lave ry; and a forc e d ge ne rat ing ac t ivit y o f re ve nue s t hat is harm ful 
for t he s oc ie t y and for t he t ouris m s e c t or. 

e igh t e e n ye ars o f age

Se xual t ouris m : It is t he s e xual e xplo it at ion o f pe ople unde r e igh t e e n 
ye ars o f age in t he ir own c ount ry o f re s ide nc e by fore igne rs who vis it 
t he c ount ry as t ouris t s or t rave le rs . 



 


