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CODE OF CONDUCT FOR THE PROTECTION OF
CHILDREN FROM COMMERCIAL SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION
IN TRAVEL AND TOURISM

WE, the company

Whereas the exploitation of human beings, in any possible way,
especially the sexual way, and in particular when it targets children
and adolescents, it harms the fundamental objectives of tourism and
constitutes a negation of its essence; and

Based on international instruments such as the Convention on the
Children's Rights, ratified by Costa Rica in 1990; the Agreement 182
on the Prohibition of the Worst Forms of Child Labor of the
International Labor Organization, ratified by Costa Rica in 2001; the
Declaration of Stockholm against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation
of Children, in 1996; the World Tourism Organization Code of
Conduct for Tourism and the Declaration of Yokohama, both in 2001;
and

In execution of the legal provisions that rules the obligation of the
Costa Rican State and of all its citizens, of guaranteeing the
protection and the execution of rights of children under eighteen
years old who inhabit its territory, such as the Political Constitution
of the Republic, the Code of Childhood and Adolescence effective
from 1998, and the Law against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation
of children , in 1999, and other related laws; and acting

With the full endorsement of our Members Assembly, Board of
Directors (GENERAL MANAGEMENT) and co-workers formally declare
that:

1. We condemn the commercial sexual exploitation of children and
adolescents in Costa Rica and in the world, in general and in
particular those associated to travel and tourism, since it constitutes
a behavior that injures the fundamental rights of these people and it
iscompletely against the intrinsic objectives of the tourist activity,
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which are to foment and enforce peace, human rights, mutual
understanding, respect for all people and cultures, and sustainable
development,

2. We denounce and we condemn those who take advantage of the
tourism industry and use the facilities and services that it offers, to
promote, facilitate or tolerate the occurrence of children's
commer cial sexual exploitation; and by virtue of that

W e solve:

To subscribe the present Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children
and Adolescents against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation in Tourism,
and it will be governed by the following clauses:

Article 1. Object: The present Code is a formal declaration of free adhesion
that has for object to establish the behavior policies for all the people who
work in this company , guided to protect children
and adolescents against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation associated to
travel and tourism.

Article 2. Definitions: For all the effects of this Code, we adopt the following
definitions:

Minor: a person under eighteen years of age, according to the Code of
the Childhood and Adolescence, Law 7739.

Commercial Sexual exploitation of Children and Adolescents: it is a
violation to the rights of the childhood and the adolescence; a
modality of abuse that implies the sexual victimization of a person
under eighteen years of age, by obtaining a remuneration in money or
in species, as a product of this victimization; a contemporary form of
slavery; and a forced generating activity of revenues that is harmful
for the society and for the tourism sector. It includes the prostitution,
the traffic and pornography in which people under eighteen years of age
are involved.

Sexual tourism: It is the sexual exploitation of people under eighteen
years of age in their own country of residence by foreigners who visit
the country as tourists or travelers. It includes the country’s promotion
as an accessible point for the unpunished exercise of this activity, in
charge of nationals or foreigners.






